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During 2008 child welfare and mental health systems underwent dramatic transformation as the economy struggled. It was 

a year fraught with challenges and setbacks, yet the CHRIS Kids Board and staff did an amazing job keeping the focus on 

our mission – healing children, strengthening families and building community.  Highlights of the year include:

 •  The CHRIS Counseling Center served over 400 people in its fi rst full year of operation and achieved a ranking in   

  the top 7% of Georgia’s core providers of child and adolescent mental health and substance abuse services.   

 

 • When severe cuts in state payment for residential services threatened the very existence of the CHRIS Kids   

  group home program, a team of board and staff successfully negotiated the “360 Project” with the State.  This   

  pilot preserved our children’s homes and provided CHRIS Kids the opportunity to demonstrate the importance   

  and life-saving impact of the six bed group home model.   

 • The impact of CHRIS Kids was recognized through the Bank of America Neighborhood Builders Award from the   

  Bank of America Neighborhood Excellence Initiative.   

 • We won a million dollar capital grant from the Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation, a Kresge Foundation Green   

  Planning Grant and another anonymous foundation donation for our supportive housing project for homeless   

  youth and youth aging out of foster care who lack family support.  

Financial strategies, intense cash management and expense reductions annualized to over $600,000 in budget savings during 

the year, toward the $2,429,000 in undercompensated and uncompensated assistance we provided to children and families who 

came to us.  The Board stepped up, the staff stepped up, our donors and the community stepped up, providing $1,500,000 in 

charitable funding that enabled CHRIS Kids to succeed in our mission.  As a result our kids and families succeeded.   

In these times more than ever, CHRIS Kids relies on our donors and friends to help us strengthen families and provide children 

with the counseling, safety and stability they need to heal and grow into healthy, self-suffi cient members of our community.  

Because you help us, our communities are safer and stronger.  Lives that were lost, are productive and moving forward.  Kids 

who would not have graduated from high school, do graduate and move on to jobs, technical school or college.  

 

We hope you enjoy our annual report and join us in celebrating the successes of our children and families.  Thank you.

Kathy Colbenson, LMFT

Chief Executive Offi cer 

Katharine Day Bremer

Chair, Board of Directors

Healing Children & Strengthening Families
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Devan was a very skinny, four foot tall African-American 
boy in the 6th grade, and life at home was tough.  He 

told the case worker, “My parents fi ght a lot. I can hear them 
at night and it is really bad when my Dad is drinking. It was 
in December when they took us. My Mom was crying and 
screaming and I saw my Dad in the back of the police car.  My 
little sister was crying and she looked scared as the policeman 
carried her to the police car.  I walked beside them.  I remember 
my feet were really cold. I forgot my socks. They took us to 
a strange place.”   Devan teared up as he remembered.  He 
said, “I asked to see my Mom, but I couldn’t.”  

Devon and his fi ve year old sister were separated and placed 
in different foster care homes.  For the next three years, Devan 
bounced around to more than 11 different foster homes. He 
worried about his Mom and sister.  He was told that his Mom 
was not working her plan and he had trouble keeping up with 
his little sister. He was angry, depressed and his behavior was 
eventually labeled as ‘uncontrollable.’ Devan was on a path 
to an institution or mental hospital. He tried to commit suicide 
and was referred to CHRIS Kids at age 16. 

Monte, the CHRIS Kids House Supervisor introduced Devan 
to fi ve other boys living in the CHRIS Kids home. Monte 
explained to Devan that he would be going to counseling and 
that we would help him learn how to deal with his anger. Monte 
explained the daily schedule, chores and other responsibilities. 
Monte also told Devan, “Things are going to be a lot different 
for you here. I know you are going to be a great member of 
our family.” Devan was defi ant and said, “Whatever, you’re not 
my family.  Nothing is ever different and no one cares whether 
I am dead or not.”  After six months of living in a stable home, 
intensive therapy, medication, visits with his sister and more 
love and support than Devan had ever known - his outlook on 
life was transformed.  

Devan joined the high school ROTC, built a relationship with 
his sister and made contact with his Mom.  Devon now tells his 
therapist, “I realize that my Mom has her own problems, but 
I can still work to build a relationship with her.”  He continues 
receiving therapy and is making peace with his abusive past. 
Today, Devon graduated from high school and then decided 
to join the US Marine Corps. He is no longer an afraid, 
depressed, angry little boy living inside a teenager’s body. He 

recognizes that he cannot change the past and focuses on 
the future. Devon is mature, successful and contributing to the 
community. He stays in touch with his CHRIS Kids family and 
is grateful. He reminds us “Your family is not just your blood; 
it’s the people who love you and care about you. The people 
at CHRIS Kids really are my family.”

Devan’s Story
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Bernard, a ten year old African-American boy, yelled from 
the back of a fully loaded minivan headed for New York, 

“Ms. Dziko, are we there yet?” He asked the same question 
at least 12 times before they arrived at their destination. He 
had never traveled outside of Georgia and neither had the fi ve 
other kids in the van with him. It was a vacation sponsored by 
the Junior League of Atlanta for the fi rst children that CHRIS 
Kids ever served.  Dziko replied, “Not there yet Bernard, but 
almost.”

Dziko Emu has been with CHRIS Kids since 1981. She was 
CHRIS Kids “fi rst employee.” Back then, the offi ce space was 
just a pile of papers stacked up on a coffee table in the corner 
of a cramped dining room. The program started in a single 
family home (six-bed group home) for abused and neglected 
kids with behavioral and emotional problems. In fact, it was 
challenging fi nding a house for the children to live in, because 
no neighborhood nor its members wanted “those kinds of 
kids” living near them. Dziko remembers hosting her fi rst 
open house to ease tension with the neighbors. She says, “I 
invited all of them to visit the home and learn more about the 
children. I was like Betty Crocker and baked a cake and made 
lemonade – just like any good neighbor would do and that 
night the neighbors packed into our house.” 

There were so many questions that night. Dziko was exhausted 
trying to explain that these kids needed what all kids need - a 
safe, loving environment. After the open house, Dziko knew 
this was her calling – she and her husband Joseph dedicated 
their lives to CHRIS Kids.  Before drifting off to sleep her 
husband asked, “Why can’t they just understand and help 
us save these kids from slipping through the cracks?” Dziko 
replied, “I imagine that we’re just not there yet Joseph, but 
almost.”

As the next 28 years went by, Dziko poured her heart into her 
work and watched as CHRIS Kids grew to include additional 
group homes; an independent living program for teens aging 
out of the foster care system and homeless teens; a community 
program to strengthen families and help kids be able to stay 
in their own homes and families; and the CHRIS Counseling 
Center – a mental health clinic for the community. Her eyes 
well up when she thinks of the thousands upon thousands of 
children whose lives are transformed.  Many of these kids are 

working right here in Atlanta. Some have joined the military 
and others are giving back through volunteerism. She is proud 
of all of them and holds a special place in her heart for each 
child. Today, CHRIS Kids helps more than 1,100 children and 
families each year through dozens of services and an array of 
programs. And, as Dziko has said so many times, “Not there 
yet, but almost.”

The Graham Circle Project is CHRIS Kids most recent 
innovative project.  It will provide housing and services for 
kids without family support who are aging out of foster care 
or who are homeless. The project will also provide mental 
health treatment and counseling to these youth and to those 
in need from the surrounding community. This $12.1 million 
dollar project in East Atlanta includes the rehabilitation of four 
existing apartment buildings and the construction of one new 
apartment building and a services building which will contain a 
computer lab and training rooms. It will also become the new 
home of the CHRIS Counseling Center.   

With your help, CHRIS Kids has transformed thousands of 
lives and if you ask Dziko about CHRIS Kids today, she’ll say, 
“We are still not there yet, but almost.” As long as kids and 
families are in need, we will continue providing services.

Ms. Dziko’s Story
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Statement of Activities for years ending December 31st 2007 & 2008

REVENUES
Program Services Revenue
Contributions & Grants
United Way Impact Award
Investment Income (Net)  
Other
Total

2008
$5,659,796
$1,352,964 

$76,622
$16,848
$32,371

$7,138,601 

2007
$5,306,255
$1,719,873

$71,503
$52,315 
$47,584

$7,197,530

EXPENSES
Residential Services
Counseling Center & Community Programs

Support Services:
Management & General
Fundraising 
Total

$4,645,794
$1,339,673

$827,427
$465,120

$7,278,014

$5,235,447
$1,155,655

$853,427
$314,138 

$7,558,667

Net Assets, beginning of year as stated  
Net Assets, end of year
Change in Assets

$3,468,472
$3,973,372
$504,900

  $3,198,876 
$3,468,472
$269,596

*Under/Uncompensated Care        $2,515,000

*Community and private support fi ll a major gap that exists between the actual cost to deliver services and the decreased     
  reimbursement for these services. 

Revenues and Expenses

$2,429,000
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Need & Other Statistics

Diversity of Clients Served
African American HispanicCaucasian Multi-Racial

75%

17%

4% 4%

Kids Served by Gender
Boys Girls

Kids Served by Ages

Under 6 years old

6-13 years old

14-17 years old

18-21 years old

51%

25% 23%

1%

•  There are 12,000 children in Georgia’s foster care   
 system.

•  Last year there were nearly 93,000 cases of abuse,   
 neglect or maltreatment made to the Georgia 
 Department of Family and Children Services.

•  34% of Georgia’s children live in families where no            
 parent has full-time, year-round employment.

•  Each year, 165 teens with signifi cant mental health issues  
 age-out of Georgia’s foster care system without the skills  
 necessary to live on their own.

•  86% of Georgia youth in foster care do not graduate from  
 high school by age 18.

•  65% of kids entering our group homes do not have an   
 identifi ed relative in their lives.

•  National statistics predict that one-quarter of youths   
 aging-out of foster care will become homeless and         
 one in four males will be incarcerated.  

•  It costs approximately $1.7 to $2.3 million    
 to institutionalize a person over a lifetime.    
 Transforming a person avoids this cost and    
 provides an ongoing return to society.

Individuals Served

Group Homes - 113
Independent Living Programs - 65
CHRIS Counseling Center - 402
Keeping Families Together - 488
Camp CHRIS - 25

Boys 58%

Girls 42%
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• The CHRIS Counseling Center provided 8,679 counseling  
 and therapy sessions to children and families.

• 93% of families were strengthened and preserved through  
 the  Keeping Families Together Program.

• Kids in our group homes showed 55% improvement in  
 overall functioning (school, community and home).

• 92% of kids at Camp CHRIS received no new juvenile  
 charges.

• 58% of our group home kids went to a less intensive or  
 family-based setting.

• Teens in the Independent Living Program    
 demonstrated 40% or more improvement in life skills   

(money management, employment and housing).

• 77% of teens in our Independent Living Program were  
 working on their GED or high school diploma.

• 10% of teens in our Independent Living Program attended  
 college.

• 43% of teens in our Independent Living Program were               
 employed.

• 63% of our Independent Living Program teens moved to    
 stable housing.

• 178 children and teens received a safe home, food,   
 clothing and loving support in our residential programs.

• 1,068 lives transformed by CHRIS Kids.

Results
Individuals Served by Program

Group Homes

CHRIS Counseling Center

Camp CHRIS

Keeping Families Together

Independent Living Programs

43% 38%

11%6%

2%
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Keeping Families Together
The voices of our families guide our in-home work to strengthen 
families who are facing challenges and struggling to provide 
safety and care for their children. We work hard to help families 
improve their coping skills, to keep children in their homes 
whenever possible and to help families reunite with their 
children after children have been removed from their homes. 
Our goals are safety, child and family well-being, stability and 
prevention.

CHRIS Counseling Center
We offer assessment, counseling, therapy and psychiatric 
services to children and their families in metro Atlanta to help 
them through the diffi culties, crises and challenges of life.  We 
specialize in treatment of trauma and in helping children with 
severe problems, and their families, so that they can improve 
functioning.  We have expertise in working with children who 
have suffered the trauma of sexual, physical, substance or 
emotional abuse.

Camp CHRIS
The kids who attend Camp CHRIS are not able to go to other 
camps because their emotional and behavioral challenges are 
too great. Camp CHRIS is a unique nine-week summer day-
camp especially designed for these kids. Camp counselors 
work with each child during the summer to ensure they learn 
proper behaviors for dealing with anger and other emotions. 
Ultimately, this camp empowers kids with the knowledge and 
skills needed to attend a regular camp the following summer.

Group Homes
There are eight group homes with six children in each home. 
Kids live in a regular neighborhood, attend public school, 
participate in community activities and learn how to live in a 
family environment, sharing chores and age-appropriate family 
activities.  We work to help kids make successful transitions 
back to their families, whenever possible. 

Independent Living Programs
We offer an apartment community for 22 teenagers who are 
aging out of the foster care system or who are homeless. This  
program provides a safe home and a support system to help 
kids, who are without family support at a time of transition and 
crisis, make one of the most critical  transitions of their lives. 
There is special outreach to homeless gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender teens.

Our Programs

8



The phone rings three times before Katie picks up.  “CHRIS 
Kids can I help you?” The voice on the other end is rushed 

and worried, nearly panicked, “Yes, it’s almost time for school 
to let out for summer, please tell me you have a space available 
at Camp CHRIS this year for my daughter, Tasha. Please?” 
Katie asks the woman for basic information in order to assess 
the family and Tasha’s needs.

“Tasha is fourteen years old,” Mom tells Katie. “She’s been 
suspended from school 10 times this year for fi ghting and 
inappropriate behavior. They put her in the Department for 
Juvenile Justice for stealing a car, possession of marijuana 
and running away from home. I can’t control her.” Katie asks, 
“What about when she was little?”  Mom says, “Well, we did 
not know about it until she was 12, but Tasha was sexually 
abused by her grandfather from when she was 8 years old. She 
started going to a counselor and they put her on medication. 
She is in special education classes in high school.”  Katie feels 
Mom’s pain and her heart breaks for Tasha.  Mom makes 
$22,000 a year and has three younger children. She has tried 
to get Tasha enrolled in other low-income or free camps but no 
other camp is willing to accept Tasha because of her problem 
behavior and her record. Katie thinks Camp CHRIS is Tasha’s 
only hope.

Tasha’s mother explains to Katie, “I work full-time.  I worry so 
much about Tasha getting mixed up with gangs and other 
bad things this summer.” Katie understands. She walks 
the completed application to the Camp Director. Tasha is 
accepted to Camp CHRIS in the last available space and 
once again, Katie is reminded of how few spaces exist to help 
so many families with kids who are in crisis like Tasha. This 
9-week summer day camp is one of a kind in metro-Atlanta 
and without it, many kids would not be able to go to a camp 
during the summer.

Katie keeps up with Tasha’s progress during Camp CHRIS. 
During camp, Tasha learns some appropriate outlets to release 
her anger. There are more than a few ups and downs, but 
the 1:3 counselor to camper ratio ensures each child gets the 
attention they need to be successful and behave appropriately. 
Tasha enjoys camp and visits the Georgia Aquarium, World 
of Coca-Cola, learns about recycling and even participates 
in a tour Georgia State University’s campus. She learns how 

to express her feelings through journaling and by the end of 
camp, she decides that she might want to be a writer. The 
goal of Camp CHRIS is to teach severely emotionally and 
behaviorally challenged children how to function so that the 
following summer they will be accepted into mainstream 
camps and Katie thinks it is working for Tasha.  

The phone rings two times before Katie picks up.  “CHRIS Kids 
can I help you?” The voice on the other end is grateful, sincere 
and nearly relaxed, “Yes, it’s almost time for school to start for 
the fall, and I want to thank you for helping my daughter, Tasha, 
at Camp CHRIS this year.”  Katie could not believe that it was 
the same Mom she talked to before the summer. Her voice is 
calm and she sounds confi dent.  Mom goes on, “Tasha is not 
the same angry, out-of control girl that went to camp. We still 
got some work to do but your counselors have changed our 
life. Words can’t tell you how grateful I am. I can’t ever repay 
you for what you have done for us. And, we really appreciate 
Tasha’s backpack and school supplies.” Katie smiles. Her eyes 
are beginning to fi ll with tears. She says, “You don’t have to. 
Please tell Tasha we are proud of her.”

Tasha’s Story
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Community Partners
The Black Employee Network hosted 
a Professional Development Day for 
our children and teens. It included 
conversations on education, career 
planning and professional opportunities in 
the accounting and consulting industries. 
Thank you! 

AirTran Airways is one of our largest 
corporate supporters. They provide 
fi nancial contributions, provide a tour of 
the hanger for Camp CHRIS and each 
year employees host  a massive Holiday 
celebration with food, games, and a grand 
tour of the hangar and planes. 

AutoTrader.com transformed the CHRIS 
Counseling Center and created the 
CHRIS Closet. More than 500 volunteers 
over three days made a safer and more 
comfortable space for our children and 
families.

PricewaterhouseCoopers donates bicycles 
to children in all of our programs. The 
children and teens use the bikes for fun 
and to travel to school, work and to 
counseling sessions.

Best Buy provided new computers for the 
group homes and sent the Geek Squad to 
install them. They also provided a grant to 
support children in our programs.

CarMax volunteers helped at Camp CHRIS 
by throwing a big BBQ and dance contest. 
The CarMax Foundation also provided a 
grant to help with summer costs.

Cartier hosted the Seasons of Love cast 
party and event. They allowed special 
access to the store and volunteers for our 
event.

Home Depot volunteers installed drywall 
and painted the CHRIS Closet and also 
volunteered to assist families with gift 
wrapping during the holidays. The Home 
Depot Innovation Center provided Holiday 
decorations for all of the community 
families and for our group homes.

Huron Consulting provided volunteers for 
our thanksgiving feast. They brought a 
basketball hoop and food baskets for our 
community families and children in our 
residential programs.
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Thank you for coordinating fundraising events 
and providing a matching gift each year to help 
our gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
children and teens.
 
Atlanta Hawks Foundation ensured that kids 
were able to attend camp. The Atlanta Hawks 
Foundation is dedicated to improving the 
quality of life of Georgia youth by inspiring 
them to develop a passion for learning and a 
commitment to physical fi tness and recreation. 

Junior League of DeKalb teaches the children 
and teens etiquette classes. They also provide 
many volunteers for all our special events.

We appreciate Georgia-Pacifi c’s marketing 
consulting and graphics and printing services, 
and all the volunteers that help with our 
printing needs.
 
Southern Voice and David Magazine highlight 
all of our special events and include stories 
and advertisements for us. 

Every month the store donates clothing for 
kids in our programs. This donation makes 
our young boys and men look great for job 
interviews, school and special events.

Tony Conway contributes his time and energy 
making our event simply fabulous. He and 
his dedicated staff are committed and we are 
proud to partner with them.

Members collect hundreds of toys, gift cards 
and other items during the Holidays. We would 
not be able to provide for all the children and 
families without them.

The Charity Guild of St. Ives collected hygiene 
products, towels, sheets, games and laundry 
baskets for our teenagers.

St. Lukes Presbyterian Church
Members collect gift cards, clothing and wish 
list items for the kids. They wrap the items and 
candy in beautiful Easter baskets.

For the Kid in All of Us
This 100% volunteer run organization collects 
backpacks and toys for our children. We are 
grateful for “Backpack in the Park” and “Toy 
Party”!

DEKALB COUNTY



A Legendary Event 

Affairs to Remember Catering 

Ageless Remedies 

American Airlines 

An Eye For Order 

Anonymous 

Ansley Beach Tanning Salon 

Atlanta Botanical Gardens 

Atlanta Boy Choir 

Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus 

Atlanta Hawks & Atlanta Thrashers 

Atlanta History Center 

The Atlanta Opera

Atlanta Spine Center 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

Austin Elementary School   

 Student Council 

Barking Hound Village 

Susan S. Barmon Photography 

Mike Beecham

Bliss 

Bobi Dimond Creative Photography 

The Botox & Dermatology Center  

 of Atlanta 

The Boy Next Door 

Justin Branton 

Bridge Catering 

Brooks Brothers 

Brown & Co. Jewelers 

Brushstrokes 

Buckhead Health & Wellness 

Buckhead Health Wellness 

John Burger 

Trish Burns 

Cafe Alsace 

Elaine Camerin 

The Capital Grille 

Carolyn’s Gourmet Cafe 

Chateau Elan Winery & Resort 

Coastal Pond Supply 

Coca-Cola Enterprises 

Cogent Public Relations 

Carolyn Comatas 

Julie Constant 

Crimpers Hair Salon 

D & Q Designs Balloon    

 & Floral Events 

Darryl Wiseman Flowers 

David Gallery 

David Yurman 

Deloitte Consulting LLP  

 - Technology Integration 

Display Industries 

East Coast Surf Shop 

Eclipse di Luna 

Einstein Brothers Bagels 

Empire Distributors, Inc. 

Entertainment Design Group 

Evergreen Marriott    

 Conference Resort 

Fay Gold Gallery 

Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta 

Federal Defender Program, Inc. 

Katie Fidanza 

First Chinese Baptist Church   

 of Atlanta 

First Horizon 

The Flying Biscuit 

Warren Flynn 

Dr. Mabel S. Foster 

Fox Bros. Bar-B-Q 

Framing by Design 

Full House Freedom Rides 

Georgia Blue 

Georgia Center for Nonprofi ts 

Georgia-Pacifi c LLC 

Giggles for Kids 

Glaceau 

The Glenn Hotel 

Grand Hyatt Atlanta 

Greenberg, Traurig LLP 

The Greeting Pen Company 

Griffi n Davis Art 

Hair Restoration Specialists 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hamilton 

Hilton Atlanta 

Hogan Construction Group LLC 

The Home Depot Innovation Center 

Hyatt Regency Atlanta 

Hyatt Regency Atlanta Northwest 

ICandy Enterprises 

IKEA 

Intuitive Coaching 

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Jeffs 

Paige Norwood & John Jennings

John Wieland Homes    

 & Neighborhoods 

Johnny Love Vodka 

Johns Creek Baptist Church, 

 Womens Ministry 

Kellogg Company 

Knuckle Up Fitness 

John Krysak 

Brian Kuehne 

Lightning Bugz 

Magppie USA 

Many Paws Pet Sitting 

Metro Fresh 

Metrotainment Cafes 

Michael Christopher & Co. 

Trevor Mikula 

Michele Lyn Miles 

Joe Miller 

Mini Maids 

Moet Hennessy USA 

Monarch Center Executive 

 Health Club 

Kendra Moody 

Carolyn Moore & Joe Moss

Muse Salon & Spa 

Nancy Myler 

Newell Rubbermaid 

North Point Personal Training 

Liz Nunan 

Ofi shell Artists 

Omni Hotels 

One Ninety One Club 

Operation Bootcamp/Atlanta Kick 

Carl R. Owens 

Parc Salon 

Chuck Perry 

Pierce Martin 

Pike Nursery Acquisition LLC 

Plexeco Plastics, LLC 

Portofi no Restaurant 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 

Publix Midtown Plaza 

Suzanne Rabauer 

Monica Randolph 

Renaissance Concorse Hotel 

Renewed Women 

Richie Arpino Salon 

Mr. & Mrs. Carey Rountree 

Kelly Rulis 

Columbia Saffell 

Sage 

Salon Next 

Salon Olivia Todd 

Gregory Sams 

Mr. & Mrs. Rutherford Seydel 

Shangri-La Hotels 

Tracy Sharpe 

Silver Hill Associates 

Smart Marketing 

Smarty Pants 

SOHO HERO, Inc. 

Southern Voice 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Spears 

St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church 

Starbucks Coffee Company 

Starbucks Coffee Company 

Strokes of GEEnius Graphic Design 

Suburban Picture Frame & Trophy 

Sunglass Hut 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Swanston 

Theater Decatur 

Thomas & Darlene Garr 

 Charitable Trust 

TLC Rents 

Tootsies 

Total Wine & More 

Turner Network Sales 

U.S. Customs & Border Protection 

Universal Gear 

Urban Body Fitness 

Usher’s New Look 

Visage Skin Care Center 

Westin Atlanta Airport 

The Westin Bonaventure 

 Hotel & Suites 

The Westin Buckhead Atlanta 

Westin Governor Morris 

Westin Peachtree Plaza 

The Westin South Coast Plaza 

Trisha Whittemore 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Willis 

The World of Coca-Cola 

Carol Wyatt 

YMCA (Cowart Ashford Dunwoody)

2008 In-Kind Donors
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Cash Donors
$1,000,000 +
The Kendeda Fund
Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation 

$100,000 - $999,999
AirTran Airways, Inc. 
Alice & Byrd Ball 
Bank of America 

$50,000 - $99,999
The Robert & Polly Dunn Foundation 
Fulton County Commission 
Jackson Family Foundation 
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan  
 of Georgia 
The Kresge Foundation 
The Merancas Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta 

$25,000 - $49,999
The Atlanta Foundation 
Betty & Davis Fitzgerald Foundation 
Jamestown Properties 

$10,000 - $24,999
Francis L. Abreu Charitable Trust 
D. Wayne Addis 
AGL Resources, Inc. 
Harold & Kayrita Anderson Foundation 
Atlanta Hawks Foundation 
AutoTrader.com 
The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Kathy & Pete Colbenson 
The Community Foundation for 
 Greater Atlanta 
Jim Eckerle & Mark Renfrow 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Harkey 
John H. & Wilhelmina D. Harland   
 Foundation 
Michael Lammons
CeCe Pressly 
The Imlay Foundation, Inc. 
Publix Super Markets Charities 
The Rich Foundation, Inc. 
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation, Inc. 

$5000 - $9999
Blake’s on the Park 
Frances Hollis Brain Foundation 
Brown Foundation 
The CarMax Foundation 

Cartier 
Fran & Sheila Dramis
EpsteinBeckerGreen
Exposition Foundation 
Genuine Parts Co. 
The Hertz Corporation 
Lois & Lucy Lampkin Foundation 
Richard C. Munroe Foundation 
Jamie L. Scott 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Simms 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacien Steele 
SunTrust Bank 
Tides Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. David Winston 

$1,000 - $4,999
Alston & Bird LLP 
Amsterdam 
Anonymous 
Assurant Specialty Property  
Audrey & Jack Morgan Foundation 
Doug Barnes 
Mr. & Mrs. Duncan Beard 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Bell 
Robert Bickerstaff & Trippe Davis 
Rebecca Blalock 
Mrs. Marion Bledsoe 
Kurt Bost 
Kathy & Alan Bremer 
Kenneth F. Britt 
Brooks, McGinnis & Company 
Kimberly Campbell  & Kristen Rolando 
The Robert Campeau Family   
 Foundation
Charity Guild of St. Ives 
Mr. & Mrs. Jansen Chazanof 
Chisholm Properties of Atlanta
Timothy Clark 
Jim Clemmens 
Coca-Cola Enterprises 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Coco 
Community Foundation for 
 Clayton County 
Cora T. Lewis Charitable Trust 
Cox Enterprises, Inc. 
Andrew Cuomo 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Dalton 
Jane Davenport 
DeKalb School Employees Foundation 
Deloitte Black Employee Network 
Digital Blue/Prime Entertainment, Inc. 

Geoff Dorfl inger 
Catherine Dukehart 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Easterly 
Linton Eberhardt 
Cynthia Estle 
Dolly Fehd 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Forster 
Kirby Frank 
Friends Friday Bowling League 
Alex Gallagher 
Rep. Pat Gardner 
GE Energy 
Georgia Natural Gas 
Georgia-Pacifi c Foundation 
Shelley Giberson & Ron Carmichael 
David Gillespie
Michael Grider 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Griffi n 
Scott Griffi n 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hale 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Hallett 
Benjamin Hammer 
Sharon Handley 
Ken Hardy & Rae Sanchez 
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Heilweil 
Mr. & Mrs. Tren Hopkins 
Jackie Garson Howard 
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Hungeling 
Theodore M. Hutcheson 
Mike Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Johnson 
Richard P. Johnson 
Jones Day Reavis & Pogue 
Bob & Teresa Kamm
James Kanner
Jennifer F. Kelly, PhD.
Kilpatrick Stockton LLP 
Mr. & Mrs. Dow N. Kirkpatrick 
Kiwanis Foundation of Atlanta, Inc. 
Stephen & Lois Kolski  
Lockheed Martin AERO Club 
J. Ellis Loyd 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Maltese 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack McGinnis 
Dr. & Mrs. Hugh McLeod 
Dr. Mark McLeod 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. Menendez 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Menser 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Mermans 
Michael Milligan & David Lowery 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Minetos 
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Cash Donors
Matthew Mitchell 
Tracy Mitchell 
Gil Moor & Bill Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Avery A. Munnings 
William S. Murphy 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough,  
 LLP 
Nexidia, Inc. 
Joseph Northington 
Jody Novotny 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Owen 
Panther L/L, Inc. 
Robert Parris 
David Paule & Gary Mann 
Mr. & Mrs. John Pawlak 
Dr. Jesse Peel 
Brooke & Bill Pendleton 
Marietta & Skip Petters 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Pfi ster 
Chad Prescott & Hanon Combs 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Chris Reid & Eric Estrada 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Gregory Rhodes 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark R. Sauls 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Shalien Shaffi e & Lori Casey 
Smith Dalia Architects, LLC 
Society of Industrial & Offi ce Realtors 
Souper Jenny 
Jocelyn & Robert Stargel 
Mr. & Mrs. John Stephenson 
Maria Walden-Sullivan 
SunTrust Bank 
Stephen T. Tanis & Richard Garraputa 
TEW Galleries 
Maryann Toub 
Transfi guration Catholic Church 
Tull Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
Turner Foundation 
Cesar Villalta 
Christopher Wade 
Akilah Waldon 
Wal-mart Supercenter #855 
Wal-mart Supercenter # 2584 
Sheila Weidman-Farley 
Marilyn Whitley-Carter & Stephen Carter 
Mikel Wilson 
Daniel Woodruff 
Woof’s 
Frank Wrenn 

$500 - $999
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Alston 
Jim Anastos & David Adan 
The Aspen Brands Company
Doug Balyeat 
John Beddingfi eld 
Graham Best 
BoardWalk Consulting 
Sean Broderick 
Mrs. Melissa Bucci 
Jim Buckalew 
Joel Burns 
Angie Buysse & Cynthia Per-Lee 
Melissa Caesar 
Jeffrey Call 
Peggy Cannon 
Gregg Chandler 
Coldwell Banker - BDS 
Bradley Cook 
Steven Corcoran 
D.J. Dammann & Mike Zinsmeister 
Elizabeth B. Davis & Deadra Moore 
Janet Delong 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert DeRodes 
Mr. & Mrs. David Driggers 
E. Roger Duke 
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Duncan 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory C. Esposito 
Russ Eure
Richard Felker 
Katharine Field 
Kent Finley 
Brent Fogleman 
For The Kid In All of Us, Inc. 
Rick Fouts & Jack R. Nodine 
Anthony Francisco 
Echo Garrett 
Mr. & Mrs. David Gatti 
Georgia Institute of Technology Pride  
 Alliance 
Christa Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. Rolf Grun 
Jerry Haley 
William Steven Hart & Jason Lewis 
HELMET Hairworx | Bodyworx 
Scott Henderson 
Heretic 
Florence B. Hardney Hinds 
Julie Austin 
Kenneth Hook 
Jeff Jackson 

Eugenio Jimenez 
Bill Johnson & Andy Smith 
James Jones & Kip Creel 
Senator Emanuel Jones 
KDS Architecture 
Elizabeth Keller & Amanda Zbinden
Bo Kersey & J.D. Gladney 
Ron Kindig 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Kirby 
John Buxton Knott 
Mr. & Mrs. Harris Konter 
Logan Gardens 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Lynch 
Macy’s 
Dennis Maloney & Tony Driver 
Mike McCoy & Tim Royer 
Michael McDaniel & Joe Gallagher 
Nancy S. Millett 
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Andrea & Kamy Molavi 
Harold Moreau 
Mr. & Mrs. George Morrell 
Tricia & Russ Mountain 
Outwrite Bookstore & Coffeehouse 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Reese 
Reznick Group, P.C. 
Michael Rosser 
Mrs. Lovette Russell 
Phillip Sadler 
Saint Mark United Methodist Church 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Samples 
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Slutzky 
Tim Smith 
Steel Restaurant
P. Dean Surby 
Bill Templeton 
Tony Tennille 
Mr. & Mrs. Michel Voboril 
Charles E. Warren 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Welch 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Whalen 
John Willcutts 
Mark Woods 
Chip York 

$100 - $499
Abel Solutions, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Adams 
Susan Aderhold 
Mr. & Mrs. Ani Agnihotri 

13



Cash Donors
Richard Amar 
Mitchell Anderson & Richie Arpino 
Wesley Anderson 
Anonymous (3) 
Pedja Arandjelovic 
Paul Arbet 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Armour 
Joe Arnold 
John Askew & Brent Petit 
@ Work Benefi t Company, LLC 
Atlanta Bow Tie Society 
Atlanta Freedom Brass Quintet 
Atlanta Gay & Lesbian Chamber of  
 Commerce 
L. Scott Auerbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Auriemmo 
Joseph Austin 
Connie Banks 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Battle 
Mr. & Mrs. John Beane 
Christopher Becton 
The Hon. & Mrs. Jackson Bedford 
Elizabeth Bein 
David Bennett 
Rick Bennett 
Bennett Design & Landscape 
Candy Berman 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Bernot 
Evan Bernstein 
Bethsaida Baptist Church 
Bikram Yoga 
Rebecca Ann Blaloock 
Philip Bonneau 
Luz Borrero 
Mr. & Mrs. Hicham Bouani 
Rebecca Bowden & Kim Wilkin 
Adam Brackman 
Jim Breedlove 
Randy Brenneman 
Paul Brightbill 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Brill 
Patricia Brinton 
Stephen Briody 
BroadRiver Communication   
 Corporation 
James B. Brothers 
Michael Brown 
Philippa B. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. William Buckham 
Rick Burchell 

Jeremy Burnette & Kevin J. McClelland 
Debbie Busch 
BWKirchner Art 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Canada 
William Cantrell 
Career Sports & Entertainment 
Keith Carringer 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Carusi 
Mike Castellana & David Turpen 
Lynda Ceasar 
Christel Chandre 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Chew 
Dexter L. Clark & Karl Sabotka 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Clark 
Andrew B. Clarke 
Steve & Henny Clay 
John Clayton 
Scott Clodfelter & Jeff Wyatt 
Noshay Collins 
Robert Contino 
Michael Copenhaver 
Coremotion Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Cramer 
Chet Creacy 
Marisa Crissey 
Jonathan Crouch 
James Crowder 
Thomas Culbreth & Clifford Hooks 
Rev. Dr. James Curtis 
Custom Artisan Group 
Dad’s Garage 
David Danley 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Davenport 
David Yurman 
Harriet Day 
Victor De Jesus & Douglas Hambrick 
David Deriso 
Robert Dickson & David Barrett 
Jorge G. Dominguez 
Joseph Dominguez 
Rep. Karla Drenner 
Erica Dubno 
Douglas Duren 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Dusenbury 
Jim Eckman 
Michael A. Edwards 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Edwards 
Einstein’s 
Diane Estner 
Clay Ewing 

Reva Ezell 
John Ezrine 
Facilitated Learning, Inc. 
Charlotte & Richard Fallon 
Victor Felts 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Ferrante 
Mark Finlay 
John Flatt 
Flora Dora 
Katherine E. Floyd & Todd Alan Tucker 
Monique Francois 
Storm Freeman 
Fresh ‘n Fit Cuisine 
Brian D. Frey 
Curt S. Friedberg & Jana Glass 
Terry Fussell 
The Galloway School 
Alan D. Galumbeck 
Gene Garrett 
Edward Gaulrapp & Doug Blews 
Connie B. Gee 
Gayle Gellerstedt & William J. Funk 
Mary Gellerstedt 
Gems & Crystals Unlimited
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Gentile 
Dr. Wayne Gibson 
Fran and Ann Giknis 
Liz Gillespie 
Richard Gilmore 
Dr. Perry Ginn 
James Giordano 
Kris Giorgetti 
Dave Glaze & Dan Beam 
Mimika Gold 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Gold 
Nick Gold & Bram Majtlis 
Mike Goodson & Steve Ficarra 
Christopher Graham 
Belinda Grant-Anderson 
Beverly Gregory 
Bruce Griffeth 
Shae Griffi n 
Belinda Gullatt 
Gwinnett County Human Resources 
Andrew Gyarfas 
Albert Haats 
Ben Hadsock 
Patrick Haggard & Richard Amar 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Hajdusiewicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Wit Hall 
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Cash Donors
Raymond C. Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. Johnbosco Hama 
Kristine Hansen-Dederick & Mark  
 Dederick 
Elizabeth Harkey 
Harold Daniels Photography 
Beverly Harrison 
Nathan Hartman 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Harvey 
Martha Hauser 
Anthony Hawkins 
Hannah Hawkins 
Marie Head 
Scott Hebert 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel M. Herman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Herman 
Ken Higa 
Marina Hodgini 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hoffner 
Amy Holloway 
Phyllis Holmen & Jonathan Hewett 
Dr. & Mrs. William C. Horton 
David Howard & Michael Murphy 
Monica Hand 
Jodie Huiet
Phillip H. Hull 
Trinh Huynh 
Gail Hyde & Terry Davis 
Peter Jaccarino 
Marcus Jackson 
Jai Shanti Yoga 
David Johns 
Elizabeth Johnson & Nat Gozansky 
Julie Hand Johnson
Clayton Jolly 
Calie Jones 
David Jones 
Jessica Jones 
Robert P. Jones 
Stan Jones & Bobbi Cleveland 
Teresa Joyce 
The Junior League of Atlanta, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kaltenbach 
Kardon Group, LLC 
Daniel Kelleher 
J.D. Kellum 
Kevin Kelly 
Ray Kemper 
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie P. Klemperer 
Tom Knechtel 
Michael Knox 

Nate Koch 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Koenigsberg 
Myra Kucera 
Kurt Salmon Associates 
Keith Laskey 
Andrew LaTorre 
Mr. & Mrs. John Lawing 
Paul Lawrence 
Roger Le Vine & Marc Yeager 
Linda D. Leake 
Mr. & Mrs. Woodrow Leake 
E. Bishop Leatherbury 
Joshua Lesser 
Damon Levitt 
Hollie Lofton 
Jim Lucas 
Francisco Luciano 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Lynch 
Andres Macias 
Richard Macri 
David Maggio
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Mangieri 
Norma Martensen 
Helen S. Mayberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd McCarthy 
Susan McClure 
Margaret McClurg Stedman 
Ollie Mccoy, III 
Sally McDaniel 
Mr. & Mrs. Mack McFarling 
Franklin Mcglothlin 
Mr. & Mrs. John McHaney 
Corey McIntosh 
Scott A. McKee 
Peter McKnight 
Lee Meadows & Jeff Masarek 
Elena Merino 
Ron Middleton 
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Miller 
Patricia Miller 
Simon Moeller 
Andrea Morrell 
Amy Moser 
Jacqueline Mrozinski 
The Hon. Clair & Thomas Muller 
Mr. & Mrs. Raj Natarajan 
Chris Neill 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Niden 
Clifton Norris 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard North 
Bryan George Norton 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Oakes 
Oakhurst Baptist Church 
Mr. & Mrs. Tripp O’Connor 
Robert Oliver 
The Hon. Mary Margaret Oliver 
Senator Nan Grogan Orrock 
Mr. & Mrs. Denis OSullivan 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Owens 
Sara Palmer 
Stephen Pararo & Jim Moss 
Margaret J. Parris 
William A. Parsons & Tony Johnson 
David Paske 
Mr. & Mrs. Narendra Patel 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Peacock 
Angela Perrin 
Harrison H. Perry 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Perry 
George Petrandis & John Petrow 
Robert Pfaff 
Jackie Phillips 
Thomas Philpot 
Amy Pierce 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Pietkiewicz 
Craig L. Pigg & Michael Prudent 
Claudia Ann Porter Stuart H. Hotchkiss 
Mr. & Mrs. William Porter 
Scott Potts 
Larry L. Prince 
Frank Pritchard & Amy Parker 
Bruce Vincent Ramsdell 
George Rathman 
Shyam Reddy & Renee Dye 
Stephanie Reid 
Ann H. Roark 
Randy Roberts 
Rick Robertson 
Conchita Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Robinson 
Charlotte Ros 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rosenberg 
Robert Ross 
Bonita Russell 
James Russell 
Rod Rusyniak 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Sapp 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Sauls 
Daniel Schadler 
Douglas & Daryl Scheer-Fleming 
Mary Schroeder 
Matt Schwartz 

15



Cash Donors
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Scollo 
Carole K. Scott 
Doug Self 
Tom Semelsberger 
Becca Sherrill & LeeAnn Jones 
Mark Shortt 
Dr. & Mrs. William O. Shropshire 
Simply Speaking, Inc. 
J. David Sims & Anthony DeBalsi 
Patricia Sinback 
Ricardo Siu & James Cruse 
Michael Smigielski 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Smith 
Rex Smith 
Mike Smith 
Clay Snider Interiors, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Sobers 
William South 
Alester Spears & Phillip Pettis 
Nicole Steinmetz 
Randy Stephens 
Ken Stilwell & Harry Harkins 
Brenda Sullivan 
Jeff Swart & Mark Wade 

Judy Tabb 
Dixon Taylor 
Floyd Taylor 
Judge Taylor  & Roderick Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Taylor 
Annita Stokes Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. Ellison Thomas 
Allen Thornell
The TJX Companies, Inc. 
Jack Todd 
Tower Wine & Spirits 
Paul Towne & Vance West 
Henrie Treadwell 
Ashley Tricquet 
Troutman Sanders LLP 
Karl Tyer 
Nicole Uchin 
United Way of New York City 
David Vasquez 
Joseph Vella 
Tiffany Voss 
Stephen Waechter & 
 Jefferey Davis Peebles 
Kathy Wagner 

John Walker & Michael Clement 
Scott Walker 
Sharon Walker 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Foster Watkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Weber 
Sandra Webster 
Mr. & Mrs. David Whatley 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles T. White 
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Whitfi eld 
David Wicks 
Sue Wieland 
Frank Williams 
Richard Lee Wilson & Mickey Betts 
Mr. & Mrs. David Witt 
Andrew Wolfe 
Mr. & Mrs. Erwin Zaban 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel B. Zelenko 
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Creativity

Honor

Respect

Integrity

Safety

We are innovative agents of change, identifying new solutions and 

approaches to the challenges our “kids” face.

We celebrate each person’s individuality and the gifts of diversity.

We honor one another, treat each other with kindness and work together as 

a team. By teaching accountability and responsibility, we strive to break the 

intergenerational cycle of poverty and abuse.

We are transparent, trustworthy and accountable. Always.

CHRIS is an acronym for Creativity, Honor, Respect, Integrity and 

Safety; the values that guide us.

Mission

We create consistent environments, free from danger, in which people have 

the opportunity to grow and achieve their full potential.

Mission




